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CHRISTMAS, 1885. 


ASENATH C. STICKNEY. 


“ And I say unto you that many shall come from 
the East, and from the West, and xhall sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, inthe Kingdom 
of Heaven.” Matt. viii., 11. 

Ye have come dearest friends, 
As the Savior declared 
From the East—from the West— 
To a mansion prepared, 
Where the faithful, the loyal 
May hepe to sit down 
With the fathers and mothers 
Of saintly renown. 


As we look o’er the house-hold 
Convened here today 
And fancy how d stant 
Our native homes lay, 
Some queries like these, 
Link themselves into rhyme; 
What led you my friends 
To leave country and clime? 
Fathers, or mothers, 
Houses, or lands? 








But to win for the spirit 
Its higher demands? 


What caused you to Jeave 
Worldly honor or fame 
Profession or station, 
A title, a name, 
If not that the soul might 
Its ransom secure 
By seeking the real, 
The lasting, the sure, 
And shunning alike, 
The false, the impure. 


Ye unwritten miracles !— 
Naught but a God 

Could lead you thus wisely 
To seek one abode! 

The small voice of conscience, 
The power within 

Has marked as your destiny,— 
‘* Freedom from sin!” 


Behold here a group from 
A far Western land 

Another from Scotland! 
From England, a band 
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And one from the North,— 
That cold realm of the snows 
Called Canada East ;— 
All engaged in one cause. 
While miles, miles away from 
The North Eastern coast, 
Have journeyed two sisters 
Who’ve counted the cost! 


But most, represent the free 
States of our Union 
Where the ‘‘ Eagle of Liberty 
Spreads its broad pinion, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New York and New Jersey 
New Hampshire Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Iowa, 
Here join heart with heart 
In holy endeavor, 
And here may they stand, 
Firm and loyal, forever. 
Thrice welcome! each one, 
To our chosen communion! 
Go bless all at home, 
And hallow our union. 


And now, if all records stand 
Squared by the truth, 
If all debts are cancelled 
With age, and with youth, 
We may in the fullness 
Of freedom rejoice, 
And give to our gladness 
A tongue, and a voice,-- 
That the birth of the 
Spiritual era, whose dawn 
Dating centuries back, 
To us is come down. 
In divineness of purpose 
Its power shall reach 
Through the ages to come, 
By divineness of speech. 


And let us rejoice that 
A Christmas is here 
With blessings uncounted 
To crown the old year 


And our home whose broad circle 
Embraces the whole, 
Where the sunshine of mercv 
Illumines the soul.— 
Let our pledges renewed 
For the New Year, become 
One in faith, one in purpose, 
In baptism, one.— 
Canterbury, N. fd. 





THE MILLENNIAL AGE. 


ALONZO G. HOLLISTER. 


Tue dispensation of the Spiritual Bride, 
ushered in by the Seventh Trumpet, estab- 
lishes the rule of right over might. 

“TuHou Angel Woman who dost wear the Sun, 
And glow amid the orient horizon, 

With all thy stars around thec, thou whose breath 
Is living tenderness o’ermastering death, 

Whose eyes reveal great heavens of love to be, 
Whose white bands sow the world with charity, 
Whose bounteous breasts an orphaned race mi ght feed 
Dawn from thy upper sphere—the nations blced 
And anguish for thy coming; send thy hosts 

Of risen Angels; people all our coasts 

With thy bright myriads, numerous as the flowers; 
Pour down thy inspirations like the showers. 

Melt the hoar frosts of evil with thy smile ; 

Strike terribly each proud cathedral pile ; 

Smite dumb prelatic lips that rail and curse 

And darken with their lies the universe; 

Break every yoke, let every bond one see 

Thy *Christ, and rise in love and wisdom free. 

So prays the weary hearted world.” 

—Lyric of the Golden Age. 

EMERSON, an intuitive seer, with great 
descriptive force, says, ‘* Our age is 
retrospective. It builds the sepulchers 
of the fathers. The foregoing genera- 
tions beheld God face to face, we, 
through their eyes. Why should not we 
have poetry, and philosophy of insight, 
and not of tradition [only, | and a religion 
of revelation to us, and not [merely] 
the history of theirs?” 

These utterances of poet and sage, 
voice a need of the age, and for every 
absolute need of humanity, an All-wise 
Providence has ample supply, accessible 
to all who will pay the price. This 
feeling is caused among the thoughtful 
and penetrating, by the present shaking 
of the powers of the old heavens, pre- 
paratory to their removal as a scroll 
when it is ro!led together, which Jesus 
said would occur just before the appear- 
ing of the sign of the son of man in 





*Christ here means anointed female leader, teach- 
er and emancipator. 
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heaven. Tlence itis’one of the signs 
of our time. 

Jesus, on one occasion, upbraided the 
Jews who could forecast the weather by 
the face of the sky, for not discerning 
the signs of their time ot spiritual visit- 
ation, implying that the latter are as 
plain to be interpreted as the former. 
Carlyle, gifted with almost spiritual in- 
sight, says, ‘‘The crime of being deaf 
to God’s voice, of being blind to all but 
parchment and antiquarian rubrics when 
the Divine hand-writing is abroad on the 
sky, certainly, there is no crime which 
the supreme powers do more terribly 
avenge.” 

To say that the revelations of the 
Holy Spirit given to man in ancient days 
are sufficient for all after generations, is 
absurd, as it would be to suppose that 
all the sunshine and showers necessary 
to fructify the earth for a year, should 
be given in one month, and leave the re- 
mainder to moonshine and desolation. 
What then shall be the estimate of the 
fragmentary record of that revelation 
which has no more light iu itself than a 
broken mirror, ora chart which can re- 
flect only the light which is brought to 

_bear upon its interpretation. While the 
dead letter canuot compensate the ab- 
sence of the life-giving spirit, it is yet of 
exceeding value as a history of spirit- 
ual experience and culture, and of the 
dealings of the Holy Spirit with man in 
past ages, and as a witness of what that 
spirit designed further to accomplish. 
That revelation. cannot be final which 
announces another to succeed it, or 
which requires another to properly in- 
terpret it. 

It is true that Jesus foretold a cessa- 
tion of revelation when he said the time 
would come when ye shall desire to see 





one of the days of the Son of Man and 
shall not see it. ‘That the Sun would be 
darkened and the stars fall from heaven, 
and the night would come wherein no 
man could work the works of God. 
Mical: uttered a similar prediction when 
he said, ‘*The Sun shall go down over 
the prophets, and the day shall be dark 
over them that they shall not havea 
vision.” But when after this, mankind 
should see the Sonof Man coming upon 
the clouds of heaven, revelation would 
be restored. For nonecan see spiritual 
objects without spiritual sight, and such 
sight of holy beings, is itself a revela- 
tion. And as agreement is one criterion 
of truth, the new revelation must ac- 
cord with the old in some degree, and 
the old must witness for the new, that it 
may be known to be the one announced. 

‘Those who have heard the call of the 
messengers whom Christ said he would 
send to gather his elect, at the end of 
the age, possess a revelation which 
marks the beginning of a new dispensa- 
tion, wherein the judgment work makes 
a plain division between truth and error, 
light and darkness, and the tares from 
the wheat are separated in faithful Be-. 
lievers, with whom the harvest is begun. 

When the seven thunders uttered their 
voices in hearing of the Revelator, he 
was directed to seal up the things they 
spoke. and not write them. Then a 
mighty spirituat messenger raised his 
right hand toward heaven and testified 
that in the days of the voice of the’ 
seventh Angel, when he shall begin to 
sound, the mystery of God should be 
finished. 

The voices of the seven thunders, are 
the voices of the seven Spirits of God, 
mentioned Rev. iv., 5, and are repre- 
sented in the original, (Ch. x., 4,) in 
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the feminine gender. Their utterances 
were not to be unsealed until the period 
of the seventh trumpet, which announced 
that the kingdom of this world had be- 
come, or was born of our Lord and his 
anointed. That is, was born of the 
spirit from above, that the time had 
come to judge the dead; hence it was 
the time for their resurrection, and to 
give reward to the servants and prophets 
of the Lord, and to those revering His 
neme; therefore it is the harvest season 
of the fruit of their painful labor and 
travail; and to destroy those that cor- 
rupt the earth ; that is, all the vile seed 
and products of the enemy of souls. 
/ If it is the season of judgment, it is 
also the season for promulgating the 
aionian gospel. For the Revelator says 
(xiv. 6.7.) ‘* I saw an Angel flying in 
mid heaven, having the everlasting gos- 
pel to preach to those dwelling on the 
earth, to every nation, kindred, tongue, 
and people; saying Fear God and give 
glory to Him, because the hour of His 
judgment has come; and worship Him 
who made heaven and earth, and the 
sea, and the fountains of waters.” 

Hence it will appear that human pro- 
bation does not end with the beginning 
of the judgment, but in that solemn 
hour, the creature is instructed in a 
superior and abiding rule of life to walk 
by, (which being aionian, must ulti- 
mate in complete separation from error.) 
and starts upon a new probation, fora 
higher, spiritual state of existence. 
That is, to form in himself the charac- 
ter exemplified in Jesus, and in the 144, 
000 virgins who stand with the Lamb 
on Mount Zion, (xiv.) which is the 
character and likeness of Sons and 
Daughters of God. 

In the Judgment, each revives in 





memory aud carefully scrutinizes his. 
past history, perceives the value of the 
gifts and talents bestowed by the Crea- 
tor, with his present gain or loss by the 
right or wrong use of those gifts in the 
past, and feels the importance to his 
peace, well being, and happiness, of a 
wise improvement of those gifts in the 
trial season that remains. Every trans- 
gression of known obligations must be 
atoned for by the labor or sufferings of 
the doer, in order to restore and pre- 
serve the equilibrium of the balance of 
Justice, before the culprit is released 
from self imposed indebtedness to the 
general economy of social life to which 
he belongs, and to which he owes the 
best use of the talents given him, for 
mutual increase, and benefit. 

The offense to the spirit of goodness, 
kindness, or mercy in others caused by 
wrong-doing, may be forgiven, that is, 
taken away, or covered, (which is what 
the scriptural atonement means, and 
nothing more,) by honest confession 
and repentance on the part of the offen- 
der. But evil consequences to ones self 
and associates, which have become the 
causes of other evils, and all their re- 
sulting progeny, can only be remedied 
by the toil or sufferings of the offender, 
sending forth an antidote, or counter- 
vailing good. The atonement effected 
by Christ, and still continued in his 
messengers, is an at-one-ment of the 
will and desires of the creature, with 
the Divine will, iu those only who ac- 
cept the messengers in their mediatorial 
capacity. This restores the culprit to 
favor and enables him to cancel his debts 
by voluntary labor, instead of suffering 
in duress and banishment. 

He that has been faithful in his first 
trial is prepared to advance, with the 
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gain of his good conduct to assist him. 
All commence this new life with as full 
knowledge as can be given them of the 
results to themselves, both of obedience 
and disobedience, and as sure as God is 
just, He is pledged to give every soul a 
free and fair trial, and no final conse- 
quences can ensue to any soul, from 
actions not done with knowledge of 
their character, and in perfect freedom 
of choice. All have also, to assist them, 
the wisdom gained by experience and 
reflection, in their first trial. 
Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 


= 2 
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CIROUMSTANOES. 


JOSEPH WOODS. 





TuRN as we will or plan as we may, 
circumstances often bear the sway. A 
family of children would have had an 
education if the father had not spent so 
much of his income for tobacco and 
rum. It became necessary for the sup- 
port of the family that they should leave 
their school and form an acquaintance 
with that class which the boy in Oliver 
Optie’s called ** workuses. ” 

St Paul wasa lawyer. It is said that 
he was brought up at the feet of Gama- 
liel and taught the perfect law of the 
fathers. Paul was able to preach the 
gospel as the Spirit gave him utterance. 
The circumstance of his education en- 
abled him to give us his permission gos- 
pel, of ‘*all things to all men.” Had 
it not been for his education, his writ- 
ings might have been as few as some of 
the other apostles, and possibly his per- 
mission gospel would never have been 
written. 

Some individuals are so deficient in 
their creation, physically, intellectually 





and morally that a life time would not 
suffice, under good teaching, to bring 
them to be good moral people. Two 
acorns, equally alike, fall from the par- 
ent tree. One falls into a space where 
there is a good proportion of sunshine 
and shade. It germinates and grows 
until it becomes the monarch of the 
forest. The ship builder finds in it some 
of his most valuable timber. 

The other acorn falls under the wide 
spreading branches of a hemlock. This 
also germinates and shoots up among 
the branches of the overshadowing tree, 
which being swayed by the wind breaks 
the top of the young oak and obliges it 
to remain a mere scrub,—nothing 
more.—Man was made a free agent. 
Had this not been in the creative plan 
it would seem to us a wise thing for God 
to sweep from the generative world all 
that were not perfect in their genera- 
tions, and even those that did not re- 
main so. 

I suppose that St. Luke gave us the 
right solution when he said that where 
much is given, much will be required, 
aud where little is given, little will be 
zequired. This being the fact, the man 
having but one talent has far less re- 
spunsibility than the one having ten tal- 
ents, and yet it may puzzle him more 
and cause him more anxiety of soul to 
place his one talent where it would be 
safe from harm and draw interest, than 
it would the man with ten talents. 
Scmetimes we think,—What have we 
in the talent line? Neither birth nor 
education ever gave us a shadow of a 
chance in comparison with St. Paul, 
and even he compared preaching to fool- 
ishness. 

If all were as we are, where would 
the preachers be? We thank God that 
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all are not like us. If we were to be 
the mouth-piece to preach the gospel, 
we should be obliged to tarry at Jerusa- 
lem until we received power from on 
high, and the probabilities are that we 
should make a protracted visit before 
that propitious moment should arrive. 
Yet we will not be faithless as was 
the ate keeper in the day of Elisha the 
prophet. One of the apostles has said, 
There are diversities of gifts. and some- 
thing may meet our capacity in some 
quiet way. God has placed some in the 
Church as Apostles, some Prophets, 
some Teachers, some Workers of Mir- 
acles, some gifts of Healing, some 
Helps, governments, diversities of 


tongues. 
It is possible that we may help in some 


way. ‘The poor widow with two mites 
cast more into the treasury of the Lord, 
than the rich man. We will give freely 
all that we have. 

Canterbury, N. H. 





Contributed by Eldress Harriet Goodwin. 


THE SHAKERS AT HOME. 


Ever since the visit of the Shakers 
to our city last May we have hada 
desire to see them in one of their own 
settlements, and on Saturday last, in 
acceptance of a standing invitation, we 
made a flying visit to Shaker Village, 
Alfred, Me. Elder Vance awaited our 
arrival at the depot and took us ina 
carriage to the village—some two miles 
distant. The ride was a pleasant one, 
with its varied hill-country aspects—and 
we noticed that the apple orchards iu 
this region promised a fair yield. 

The land owned by this community 
embraces about twelve hundred acres, 
and is mostly situated on very elevated 
. ground, called Shaker Hill. Its south- 





ern ascent (our way of approach) is 
very steep, while its northern slope 
stretches gradually away by the road 
for about half a mile—at the end of 
which is a saw mill, owned by the com- 
munity. Embosomed in a happy val- 
ley and folding its loving embrace around 
the western base of the hill nestles 
Shaker Pond, a beautiful sheet of wa- 
ter some half a mile wide by a mile or 
more in length. Upon seeing 
whether reposing with unruffled mirror 
face, or swept now and then by moun- 
tain airs which, ‘*playing a wizard 
rout,” swoop down to brush its fair 
surface,—one is led to exclaim 


it,— 


‘* How beautiful the water is! 
To me ’tis wondrous fair. ” 

Upon the top of the hill is situated 
the village, consisting of about twenty- 
four buildings, and composed of two fami- 
lies one of which contains about sixty per- 
sons and the other fifteen. ‘The smaller 
family, with its cluster of houses, lies a 
little apart from the other. Fine views 
of the surrounding country are obtained 
here. Grand old hills loom up in the 
distance, across the valley into which 
flows the stream which carries the mill. 
The houses of the village generally have 
the appearance of old-fashioned farm 
houses, and most of them are above 
eighty years old, but have been repaired 
and kept in good order. ‘There being a 
line of houses on the street and another 
straight row in the rear, extensive green 
lawns stretch out between, intersected 
by foot-paths. 

‘* A fine place for croquet,” we re- 
marxed, but did not observe any signs 
of the game. 

‘* Yea,” said the Elder, ‘* a very in- 
nocent game, well adapted to those of 
sedentary habits; but our people gener- 
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ally find something more useful to em- 
ploy their time.” 

Upon our arrival at the village, we 
alighted at a good-sized house, having 
something of the appearance of a neat 
country inn. Over the door were the 
words, iu conspicuous letters, ‘“Trustee’s 
Office.” Here business was transacted 
and visitors received. We were at 
once shown the room in which we were 
to make ourselves at home during our 
stay. It was large, light and airy, and 
contained two attractive beds. They 
were high and narrow (compared with 
the family beds with which we have 
been acquainted,) designed to be oc- 
cupied by only one person at a time, but 
very inviting indeed to the tired way- 
farer of the world. That night, for the 
first time in our life, we slept in a 
Shaker bed. 

‘* And, to sleep, you should s}Jumber 
In just such a bed. ” 

‘* Shaker neatness” is a proverbial 
expression, aud it was well exemplified 
not only in this apartment but all others 
which we visited. Our meals consisted 
of an excellent, wholesome bill of fare, 
unexceptionally, and were served with 
fas.idious care and neatness in a little 
dining-room, where alone and unob- 
served, we took our own time to satisfy 
the tangible, outer man—the world’s 
people not being admitted to the table 
with the Shakers. 

The largest building in the village is 
the dwelling-house, a large three-story 
structure perkaps a hundred feet long, 
broadside to the street and having two 
front doors, wide apart. It is sur- 
mounted by an open belfry and a large 
bell which calls the people up in the 
morning and to their meals. The peo- 
ple all eat and sleep in this house, with 





a few unavoidable exceptions. ‘The 
prayer or conference meetings are also 
held here, and are not open to strangers. 
In rear of the dwellizg-house is quite a 
large building called the infirmary, 
where the aged and sick reside, with at- 
tendauts to take care of them. Another 
building is used as a laundry, where 
the washing for the whole family is done 
with conveniences not to be excelled in 
any city. The water is supplied, by 
simply turning a faucet, from a spring 
higher up on the hill, and instead of 
employing the slow process of wringing 
by patent haud-wringers, whole tubs 
full of clothes are put into a press simi- 
lar in shape to some cider presses we 
have seen, and the water very quickly 
expelled. The waste water is poured 
into a receptacle through the floor, from 
which it runs away. Truly, this is the 
washer-woman’s paradise. One build- 
ing is used for a store-house, one for a 
paint shop and carpenter’s shop, and 
another as a lounging place for super- 
aunuated old men—the fathers of the 
order. We conversed with one nearly 
eighty-two years of age. He had lived 
here ‘** on the hill, ” he said, sixty-seven 
years, having joined when fourteeu and 
a half years old. He would not ex- 
change his lot with any rich man he 
knew—the victery which he had gained 
over self seeming to be the chief rea- 
son for rejoicing. 

One of the main houses on the street 
ocenpied by the sisters as a workshop— 
the younger portion of the Shakeresses 
having alarge department by themselves, 
where they engage in the manufacture 
of useful and fancy articles, whik the 
eldresses and older women engage in a 
room by themselves in labors appropri- 
ate to their years. Here is also a recom 
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where the Klder officiates as a tailor, 
and cuts the garments for the men. 

There are separate barns for cows, 
oxen and horses. They are all ample, 
with ground mows, and arranged with 
a driveway to the second story, so as 
to allow of pitchivg the hay down in- 
stead of up. We entered one, built in 
1833, which was probably as good a 
barn as was to be found in New Eng- 
land of its day. It is one hundred and 
forty-four feet long by forty-five wide. 
They were all well stocked with hay, it 
having been so good a year for the crop 
that. some, of inferior quality, was left 
unhbarvested. There are other buildings 
on the premises, including a blacksmith 
shop. 

On Sunday forenoon we attended pub- 
lic service. The day was pleasant, and 
forty carriages brought people to the 
Shaker meeting, some coming a dozen 
miles or more. Directly opposite the 
dwelling-house is the church edifice, an 
old-fashioned gambrel-roofed building, 
broadside to the street, with two doors 
corresponding to and facing those of the 
dwelling. Flagstones are laid from the 
sisters’ end of the house across the 
street. When the hour for commenc- 
ing services arrived, the doors of the 
dwelling opened and the Shakers and 
Shakeresses passed out simultaneously, 
two by two, with slow and solemn step, 
making two parallel lines across the 
street to the meeting-house. The Shak- 
ers were uncovered, and with long hair 
on the back of the head, but cropped 
short in front, made a unique appear- 


ance. The dresses of the Shakeresses 


were almost white; the skirts were not 
superfluously ample, were ueatly plaited 
at the waist, aud stopped short of the 
ground. 


Some of them had _ white 


handkerchiefs, unshaken frem the iron- 
ing folds, pinned squarely at the waist. 
All (except the little children) wore 
white capes, and white gauze caps neat- 
ly plaited around the back of the head. 
They formed in rows, in the church, four 
and five abreast, the Bible was read by 
the Elder, when they marched and coun- 
termarched, singing songs and waving 
their hands, palms up, and as they thus 
‘¢ praised God in the dance,” singing, 

** Let us clasp the hands of the angels. ” 
we imagined that if they had such ‘‘ un- 
seeu company ” and we were clairvoyant- 
ly endowed, it would be difficult to tell 
which were the angels and which the 
Shakeresses. The following is one of 
their songs :— 

‘* The voice of God is calling us: 
Come away, away from worldly strife ; 

All ye who name the name of Christ. 

Come up and live a higher life. 

O live to God and die to sin, 

That ye with Christ may enter in, 

For only the faithful few shall win 

And wear a robe of righteousness. 

No prayer was offered. It is very 
seldom, we were told, even in their 
private meetings, that a Shaker prays 
audibly. They do not believe in mak- 
ing long prayers to be heard of men, 
but follow the direction of Jesus, ‘* when 
thou prayest, enter into thy closet.” 

After singing a few songs, the Elder, 
J. B. Vance—preached a very able dis- 
course on the confession of sins, taking 
for his text the first epistle of John, first 
chapter, ninth verse :—‘‘ If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” The speaker 
said it was well understood by the Jews 
as to whom the confession of sins was 
tobe made, and what it consisted of. 





Instead of going away in secret and 
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talking them over to Him who knew all 
about them, or getting up in public 
meeting and confessing that they were 
sinners ina general way, the demand 
was that the very act committed should 
be confessed (‘‘in that thing”) to a 
man of God appointed to hear, with a 
repentance which led to the forsaking of 
their sinful deeds and making repara- 
tion, as far as possible, to those who 
had been injured. Other passages, both 
from the Old and New Testaments, 
were quoted in support of this view. 
It might be objected, to observe this 
rite of confession was too much like the 
Catholic Church. That the Catholic 
Church was the immediate successor ef 
the early, true church could not be 
doubted; but it had suffered many 
abuses to creep into it. The mistake of 
Luther was in abandoning all its rites 
instead of correcting their abuses. The 
confession of sins, rightly conducted, 
was regarded by the speaker as perhaps 
the most important means of assuring an 
upright life. 

At the conclusion of the sermon, the 
settees were put aside, some of the 
Shakers gathered in a group in the cen- 
ter ‘und sung, while others marched 
around them, singing and waving their 
hands. 

At the close of the services the audi- 
ence was requested to remain seated, 
until the Shakers had passed out, and 
thus ended the only public service ot 
the day. 

It was the calm still morning of Mon- 
day last that we rode down Shaker Hill 
to take the early train for Lynn. In- 
animate nature wore its best smile, and 
upon the placid bosom of Shaker Pond 
floated a loon iv conscious safety. Our 
good impressions of this people were 





well sustained, in seeing them at their 
home, and we came away feeling that 
we had been greatly benefited, spiritual- 
ly, by this short visit among them. 

Sallie 
TRUE GREATNESS. 





MARTHA J. ANDERSON. 

Nor in the pomp and circumstance of state ; 
Not in its war-like heraldry of fame ; 
Its pride of power and striving for a name, 
Are found the qualities that make men great. 
No conquering strength its lauded heroes claim 
The beasts of passion to subdue and tame, 
And graceless heart-wilds to regenerate. 
True greatness forms the soul’s sun-belted zone, 
Where virtue grows to heaven—exalted deeds, 
Where good, all direful evil, supersedes, 
And love expands to meet all human need ; 
Where nghteous works, for errors past, atone, 
And mortal want and misery, are unknown. 

Ut. Lebanon, N. Y. 


y~ 
or 


DECEMBER. 





Tue snow has come at last, 

The Winter sign is seen,— 

Ere this, the cold and blast, 

But now the solemn sheen! 

All nature lies shut in,— 

Bright Autumn’s day is o’er, 

Too late, here to begin 

To lay our Winter’s store, 

But if our garner’s full 

We have no cause to fear, 

With us it standeth well 

At close as dawn of year. 

Each season claims its place, 

And man has but to learn 

In nature, as in grace, 

His needed bread to earn.—M. W. 
Canierbury, N. H. 


Boast not of thy oes humble and wise 
With modesty’s mantle their virtues disguise ; 


And, like the sweet blossoms embowered in green, 
Their fragrance exhales e’re their beauty is seen. 
== ¥. J.As 


He has no right to think that he can enter 
hopefully on life who is not full of reverence 
before his own humanity, who does not deep- 
ly feel its wondrousness. 
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Correspandence, 





To JosrerH CHAMBERLAIN, 

REsPEcTED FRIEND ;—I have been meas- 
uring the moral altitude of Gladstone, Par- 
nell, and yourself, as British Statesmen. 
Gladstone represents the British Government 
and of course its morality. Its actions in 
Egypt were but to secure to Egyptian land- 
holders their dividends, (which, as you are 
well aware, must be paid by the laborers of 
Egypt) and to keep open a water-way to In- 
dia through which the wealth annually crea- 
ted by labor may flow into the Thames. The 
morality of said actions, have no altitude 
whatever. ° 

Parnell represents the worst cared for peo- 
ple within the limits of modern civilization. 
His position has a certain potential altitude. 
What does he profess to do with it? To in- 
crease the number of land-holders, and to 
give them the power to control their own af- 
fairs. Under this altitude, millions of the 
Irish people will be as in other parts of the 
British Empire, denied access to the land; 
and of course be servants—slaves—commod- 
ities, to those who have land. To be denied 
access to land, is perpetual eviction. And a 
recognition of the right of the Duke of Ar- 
gylle to demand that a Gun-boat be sent to 
Skye to subdue the poor Crofters. Hence the 
moral altitude of Parnell, is as that of Glad- 
stone, nowhere! 

Your position is best defined by those who 
traduce you. ‘‘ That you would confiscate, 
and inaugurate communism.” Your traduc- 
ers are blind to the fact, that an evicted man, 
denied access to the elements of subsistence, 
is also evicted from under all moral responsi- 
bilities. 

Your position is neither more nor less, than 
to bring every ren within the pale of mor- 
al responsibility. ld that position. ‘‘The 
gates of Hell shall not prevail against you. 

Moses the great Law-giver and Emancipa- 
tor—the type of Jesus Christ; gave to every 
family a portion of land. He founded his 
Moral Code, upon a just apportionment of 
the land of Judea. Hence every Jew was 
held under moral responsibilities. Point 

your traducers to Moses the servant of God. 











Did he not institute the ‘‘ Acceptable year of 
the Lord ”—the Jubilee—‘‘ A Land Restora- 
tion Law?” Did he not inaugurate commu- 
msm? Declaring that every seventh year, 
the whole land of Judea should be one com- 
mon table. That the fruit of the olive-yards, 
vineyards, and fields, should be common 
property. That the rich, the poor, and the 
shiftless should all fare alike! What a glo- 
rious year for Tramps, the whole land of Ju- 
dea is alive with them. Sound an alarm in 
‘*Scotland yard!” Call out the ‘‘ Horse 
guards.” Let the Duke’s Gun-boat take a 
position! For ‘‘ The reign of Law ”—divine 
law, is inaugurated. The castle of Imeraray 
shall lose its isolation, and a tidal wave from 


the Garelough shall wash away the sinecures 
of the House of the Lorne. 


If Moses was but a shadow of Christ, what 
will ultimate communism be? 

Through you, allow me to say a few words 
to Socialists, Internationalists, and to Dyna- 
miters. You complain, that ‘‘ Society ” is or- 
ganized against you. That you produce, and 
that others consume the products of your in- 
dustry. That you sustain Governments in- 
stituted to oppress you, and forms of relig- 
ion for which you have no reverence. Pay 
interest on enormous debts, which you did 
not contract. Andto support Military estab- 
lishments designed to oppress you. And to 
support swarms of idlers, whose chief em- 
ployment is to devour your substance, and to 
corrupt public morals. That you are the 
wealth producers; yet you have no posses- 
sions. You also state, that the enormously 
productive energies of mechanical and chem- 
ical appliances of our times are not the prod- 
ucts of a class, and that they belong of 
right to all. And being destitute of land, 
your necessities compel you to set and keep 
these mighty forces in motion till you glut 
the markets of the world. And that you suf- 
fer destitution trom the very abundance you 
have created. Again you complain, that you 
are denied access to social elevating enjoy- 
ments. And that you are degraded person- 
ally by enduring unhygienic conditions, alike 
destructive of morals and of life. 

On the presentation of these awful verities ; 
why should not ‘‘ Society” be seized with re- 
morse, and rush to embrace you; relieve you 












> me 2 = = & - wt let mes eel ehlClUcrellUrhlrrf 


<_ we 














THE MANIFESTO. 





275 





from such terrible pressure, assuage your an- 
guish, and soothe your broken hearts. In- 
vite you to their mansions, to the luxuries of 
their conservatories, and to the sweet air of 
their ample parks. And that all who call 
themselves ‘‘ Society” would unite to bless 
you for your long endurance of such stupen- 
dous wrongs. And wonder, that iv your des- 
peration you had not torn “Society” into 
pieces, and strewed your pathways with de- 
struction. And in profound gratitude for all 
they had enjoyed of the products of labor, 
crown you as the industrial moral heroes of 
the ages. 

‘* Society ” also has its complaints. Com- 
plains that you are ready to do violence. 
Well we know what Christ said ‘‘ Whatever 
measure ye mete unto men, will be measured 
unto you again.” Suppose Mosaic justice is 
applied in this case. ‘‘A blow for a blow” 
would clearly justify applying forms of force, 
- to remove burdens unjustly imposed. ‘‘ So- 
ciety,” has no cause of complaint. If she is 
dealt with, as she has dealt with you. 

But stop here, make a halt; consider a few 
points. Are not the Great Land-holders who 
rule in their own favor, the fruit of long es- 
tablished usages? would you have done any 
better, had you been trained as they were? 
Take you as a whole, where is the man among 
you who would object to accepting a Duke- 
dom? And where is the average Woman who 
would not like to be a Duchess? 

Is it not an all pervading, an ever present 
fact, that man’s lower self-hood, with its ani- 
mal loves and impulses, has created modern 
civilization just as itis. Suppose you had 
been so unfortunate as to be a Duke, would 
you like to have a little bit of dynamite ap- 
plied to you? There is a better way. Sup- 
pose you try force, would not that invite re- 
pression, and cause the inevitable coming 
change to be an explosion? In such a case, 
the millions whom you represent would most 
largely be the sufferers. To deplete the popu- 
lation of Europe by ten or twenty millions 
would be to the ‘“‘Law and order men,” a 
godsend. For war, famine, pestilence, are 
factors in the creed of their economy. Do 
not give these men any such an opportunity. 
Those among yourselves who are the most 
violent, were they of the favored few, would 








be the most reckless in applying force to you. 
‘¢ There isa better way.” Is it wisdom to 
meet an army in front, when you can take it 
in rear? ‘‘ The better way.” to subdue armies 
is, never come into contract with them ‘‘ The 
iron Duke” fresh from Waterloo, and flushed 
with victory, tried to rule with an iron hand. 
Public sentiment spoke six words, (‘‘stop the 
Duke, go for gold”) and brought the Duke 
to his knees. Public sentiment can make, or 
dismiss armies. ‘‘ The better way” is, speak 
peace to all and maintain it among your- 
selves; for the day of your deliverance is 
nigh. The Law has gone, and is going forth 
from the Throne of the Eternal, that all men 
are equally his children, and equally entitled 
to have access to all the elements of subsist- 
ence. Declare that the acceptable year of the 
Lord is now, the Jubilee, the Land Restora- 
tion year. i 

Declare through all nations, that Land be- 
ing the source of human subsistence, of so- 
cial and judicial equality; and a regulator of 
the exchange and values of commercial 
equivalents; that every person should have 
access to land at alltimes. Declare, that the 
possession of land operates as a brake upon 
the fly wheel of destructive competition. 
And as a nullifier of the causes of Panics, 
Strikes, Want, and Crime. Declare also, that 
Gold was not made to grow, nor Mortgages 
to yield a crop. To have them do so, is to 
destroy the conditions of human equality. 

Kossuth remarked ‘‘the Christian nation 
is not yet” under Christian ideas and senti- 
ments, land can neither be bought nor sold. 
To do so, is to make those who cannot buy, 
a commodity, a servant, a slave. The veri- 
est opposite ‘‘of loving the neighbor as we 
do self.” ad 

The Ballot and the Vote, are to the ‘‘ land- 
less” but ‘‘ glittering generalities. ” 

Get land and work it, and the comforts of 
life will soon be yours. The really useful 
goods of all nations, are reproduced every 
few years. And ever remember that de- 
structive modes of acquiring property are 
demoralizing. 

The Better way has been shown. Shall I 
show you the Best—the Higher way. When 


you get to the land, and have enjoyed a full- 
ness of the good things treasured up in the 
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rich grains, and refreshing fruits, you may be 
better prepared to listen. However, I will 
venture now to do so. It has been stated, 
that modern civilization is the product of 
man’s lower self-hood. The organic Law of 
that civilization is, ‘‘Me and Mine.” Its 
mode of operation is to get all you can at the 
expense of others—make servants—slaves— 
commodities of men, women and children. 
If they resist, coerce them with the resources 
of civilization ‘the musket, the bludgeon, 
the crowbar, and said Gun-boat. 

There is not a single nation on earth's wide 
circumference, which represents the ‘‘ High- 
er Life” inman. ‘ The Christian nation is 
not yet.” There is indeed a phenomenal peo- 
ple *‘ called Shakers,” whose mode of pro- 
cedure is love to the neighbor. They hold 
to the Mother, and Fatherhood of God. 
They say, that goodness is religion. And 
that to be beneficent is to be divine. And 
that any other kind of divinity is a spurious 
article. They also state, that their homes 
are open to all humanity, with this proviso— 
Restrain the lower—the animal emotions 
bear a duily cross against them. And come 
out of the bottomless pit of self-greed. Put 
your hands to work, and your hearts to the 
All Central Beneficence—God. And loving- 
ly give of the products of your labor to sus- 
tam upon earth the economy of Heaven, 
‘* Unto this last, even as unto thee, will I give 
a penny.” With them, there is neither want 
nor crime. Nor say they, the land is mine. 

I have the happiness to be your friend, 

D. Fraser. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. U.S. A. 


<> 
or 
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Rider F. W. Evans, Dear Sir:—You will 
greatly oblige me by answering the following 
questions, which you may depend upon are 
not prompted by idle curiosity. First, What 
is the whole religious creed and doctrine of 
the Shakers? Second, What are their vari- 
ous rules and regulations and the benefit to 
be derived from the same? Third, do the 
Shakers believe the Bible to be the inspired 
word of God, and that Jesus Christ is the 
Sen of ‘Ged and our only Savior? Fourth, 
do Shakers believe that miracles can be 











wrought in modern times as they were of 
old? Fifth, do Shakers believe science, 
knowledge and good morals, by their general 
diffusion, to be the most effectual instrument 
in the warfare with sin and the lusts of this 
life? Sixth, do Shakers believe ignorance 
to be the root of all moral depravity? Sev- 
enth, are the principles and rules of the 
different Shaker communities the same, or do 
they differ? Eighth, would the Shakers in 
the case of a boy nearly 17 years of age, who 
wishes to free himself from his kindred and 
the practices and modes of living that he de- 
tests, and join himself to your noble sect, be 
willing to pay a reasonable sum of money to 
his parents to whom he is in bondage until he 
is of age, in consideration of his services for 
the interval of four years? I am the said 
boy. Hoping to receive a speedy and satis- 
factory reply, I remain your: most humbly. 
Freperick G. OBERMAIN. 


THE REPLY. 


Mr. Lepanon, Jan. 1885. 

Frederick G. Obermain, Respected Friend: 

Yours of the 15th inst. received. It con- 
tains a series of well put questions, which I 
will answer by numbers. No. 1. It would 
take all the books we have published to give 
you the ‘‘ whole religious creed and doctrine 
of the Shakers.” I have not time to write 
it out. No. 2. Our rules, &c., we can send 
to you in print. The benefit the Order 
promises, to an obedient member, is salva- 
tion from the corruptions that are in the 
world through the lusts of the flesh and the 
mind. No. 3. Do not believe the Bible to 
be the inspired word of God, until the learn- 
ed, who wrote and printed it, get through re- 
vising it. And then, we, also, may desire to 
revise itin the light of the revelation of 
Christ’s second appearing, in which we are 
living. In this light we learn what the apos- 
tles did not know, to wit., that Jesus is not 
the Christ, nor yet the ‘‘Son of God,” only 
as his disciples became the Christs and Sons 
of God, by being baptized with the Christ 
Spirit, and living as he lived—a celibate, 
non-fighting, non-private property holding 
man and woman, and working out their own 
salvation just as he did. A person can nev- 
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er be saved from any evil except by ceasing 
to do that evil, and learning to do well—dai- 
ly self-denials. No. 4. These signs shall 
follow them that believe in me. They shall 
lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 
They shall restore the blind, speak with 
many tongues, cast out devils, &c. Are 
these miracles? Is not the growth of grass a 
miracle? The ascent of sap to the top of a 
tree 300 feet high is a stupendous miracle, if 
a miracle be something for which we can not 
give a scientific reason, ‘No. 5. ‘In Christ 
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.” If so science and religion are 
one and the same. There is no science, ex- 
cept what is falsely so called, without relig- 
ion And there can be no true religion that 
is unscientific. Pure and undefiled religion 
is to gather the widow and fatherless, the 
sin-sick souls, into the kingdom of Heaven 
that has come upon earth, wherein they have 
daily bread, are separated and kept, unspot- 
ted by sin, from the world that buy and sell 
and then fight about it continually. The 
lusts of the flesh and of property being the 
source whence come wars and fightings, rich 
and poor, male and female, capital and labor. 
No. 6. We believe lust to be ‘‘the root of 
all moral depravity,” ignorance included. 
Light—knowledge—is sown for the righteous 
who deny themselves of all ungodliness and 
all worldly lusts, living Godly and soberly in 
this present evil world. No. 7. All Shaker 
societies have the same fundamental princi- 
phis. They may stand in different degrees 
of knowledge respecting the ‘increase of the 
work of God. One degree of seven is about 
closing, and another degree is about open- 
ing. ‘This makes diversity, as in a school of 
different classes, without contrariety. No. 8. 
We cannot take minors without consent of 
parents or guardian, and we pay no wages, 
even to adults, much less minors. At the 
first pentecost, when 3000 were baptized 
with the Christ Spirit, they loved one anoth- 
er so well that they converted their private 
property into community, having all things 
common, no one calling anything mine but 
ours. This is the Order of the second Pente- 
costal Church, now established under the sec- 
ond appearing of the Christ Spirit, the King- 
dom of Heaven so long prayed for by all pro- 
fessing Christians. F. W. Evans. 





West Pittsfield, Mass. Sep. 1885. 
BeLovep Sister Marcia E. Hast- 
tNGs ;—After many months delay we 
are forming a reply to your most beauti- 
ful letter to Sister Deborah.—How pass- 
ing strange that Father Time of such 
vast age, can so adroitly and nimbly 
snatch away the precious, God given 
moments of this earth life. It seems a 
brief space of time since the reception of 
that welcome missive and lo! the golden 
autumnal season is with us in its display 
of gorgeous apparel, tempting fruitage 


and almost endless variety of earth 


yielding products. 
This hallowed day (Sabbath) is one 
of unsurpassing loveliness and beauty, 


with a glorious sky and a balmy atmos- 
phere. All nature seems in harmonious 
accord with our own uplifted thoughts. 
It is as though the mystic veil was lifted 
and heaven’s rich glory had descended, 
flooding the earth with its marvelous 
light and matchless beauty. In our 
transport of wonder and admiration we 
had nearly forgotten the object for which 
we had taken the pen. 

Sister Deborah received your word, 
and will transcribe a few remarks of her 
own pencilling :— 

‘* Dear Sister Marcia, I think you are 
as the morning when the sun riseth: 
even a morning without clouds. As the 
tender grass springing out of the earth 
by the clear shining after the rain. 
Give of my best love to Sister M. whose 
memory I fondly cherish and whose love 
is fragrant with Christian grace and 
heavenly meekness. Finally to all the 
gospel friends. Your Sister. Deborah.” 

Sister Deborah is 79 yrs. of age. 

The writer of this would also be 
membered to beloved gospel friends. 

Affectionately, Julia L. Sweet. 
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HARBOR NOT REVENGEFUL FEELINGS. 


Harpor not revengeful feelings 
When companions prove unkind, 
When vexations, stern and grievous, 
Scattered on life’s path you find. 
When hard words are spoken of you, 
When bold slanders cut and sting, 

Do not dwell upon the sorrow, . 
Rise above each vexing thing. 

Harbor not revengeful feelings, 
Though a neighbor should mislead, 

Never fling back taunt and jeering, 
For a rude or unjust deed. 

Strive to render good for evil, 
Strive some kindly thing to do, 

In return for bitter troubles, 
Wicked hands deal out to you. 


Harbor not revengeful feelings, 
Happy thoughts they cannot bring; 
Better overcome by patience 
Every woe that leaves a sting. 
Have you enemies? Forgive them; 
With forbearance meet each wrong; 
Love a foe hath often conquered, 
Changing hate to friendship strong. 


Sweet forgiveness brings a blessing 
To the heart that owns its sway, 
Even though the culprit turn not 
From the error of his way, 
Let us bear in mind the precept 
That our Lord gave lovingly : 
‘*We must exercise forgiveness, 
It we would forgiven be. ” 
—IHumane Educator. 


«+ 
> 


PATIENCE. 


SARA A. UNDERWOOD. 





Swirt-BEATING Heart, in patience curb 
Thy eager throbs, thy wild desire ; 

Nor let opposing foes disturb 
Thy aim, nor quench thy steadfast fire. 


Patience, stern Will! Though sluggish moves 
The event which thou wouldst fain control, 
Forget not wheels that form new grooves 
In virgin soil are hard to roll. 


Patience, bold Brain! the startled crowd, 
Who ‘“‘ think in herds” ne’er yet did greet 











New truth with acclamation loud, 
Until crowned victor o’er defeat. 


Patience, O Conscience! do not haste 
Vainly to hurl indignant jibes 

At those whose sense of right is based 
On laws which popular rile prescribes. 

Patience, proud Soul! e’en though the few 
Who ought to know misunderstand 

The unthanked work thou’rt called to do, 
So that thy work bear Wisdom’s brand. 


Patience, brave Toiler! Duty asks 
Thy isolation. Fearmot thou! 
Tn loneliness, the grandest tasks 
Were ever wrought, and shall be now! 
—The Day Star. 





44> 
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Strange Scenes at a Kentucky Revival. 


On a sudden this community, that. 
the preachers had often called Satan’s 
stronghold, underweut a moral awaken- 
ing such as this world had never beheld, 
says John B. McMaster, in his ‘ His- 
tory of the People of the United States, ” 
writing of a Kentucky ‘‘ Revival. ” 

Two young men began the great work 
in the Summer of 1779. They were 
brothers, and preachers, and on their 
way across the pine barrens to Ohio, 
but turned askle to be present at a Sac- 
ramental solemnity on Red river. The 
people were accustomed to gather at 
such times on a Friday, and by praying, 
singing, and hearing sermons, to pre- 
pare themselves for the reception of the 
Sacrament on Sunday. At the Red 
river meeting the brothers were asked to 
preach, and one of them did so with as- 
tonishing fervor. As he spoke, the peo- 
ple were deeply moved, tears ran down 
their faces, and one, a woman, far in 
the rear of the house, broke through 
order and began to shout. 

For two hours after the regular 
preachers had gone the crowd lingered, 
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and were loath to depart. While they 
tarried, one of the brothers was irre- 
sistibly impelled to speak. He rose and 
told them that he felt called to preach ; 
that he could not be silent. The words 
which fell from his lips roused the peo- 
ple before him ‘‘ to a pungent sense of 
sin.”—Again and again the woman 
shouted and would not be silent. He 
started to goto her. The crowd begged 
him to turn back. Something within 
him urged him on, and he went through 
the house, shouting and exhorting and 
praising God. In a moment the floor, 
to use his own words, ‘‘ was covered 
with the slain.” Their cries for mercy 
were terrible to hear. Some found for- 
giveness, but many went away ‘ spirit- 
ually wounded,” and suffering unutter- 
able agony of soul. 

Nothing could allay the excitement. 
Every settlement along the Green river 
and Cumberland was filled with religious 
fervor. Men filled their wagons with 
beds and provisions, and traveled fifty 
miles to camp upon the ground and 
hear him preach. This idea was new ; 
hundreds adopted it, and camp meetings 
began. There was no longer any excuse 
te stay away from preaching. Neither 
distance, nor lack of houses, nor the 
scarcity of food, nor daily occupations 
prevailed. Led by curiosity, by excite- 
ment, by religious zeal, families of every 
Protestant denomination, Baptists, Meth- 
odists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, 
hurried to the camp ground. Crops 
were left half gathered, cabins were 
deserted, and in large settlements there 
did not remain one soul. 

The first regular camp meeting was 
held at Gaspar river church, in July, 
1800 ; but the rage spread, and a dozen 
encampments followed in quick succes- 









sion. Camp meeting was always in the 
forest, near some little church, which 
served as the preachers’ lodge. At one 
end of a clearing was a rude stage, and 
before it the stumps and trunks of hewn 
trees, on which the listeners sat. About 
the clearing were the tents and wagons, 
ranged in rows like streets. The pray- 
ing and preaching and exhorting, would 
sometimes last for seven days, and be 
prolonged every day, until darkness had 
begun to give way to light. 

Nor were the ministers the only ex- 
horters. Men and women, nay, even 
children, took part. At Cane Ridge, a 
little girl of seven sat upon the shoulder 
of aman and preached to the multitude 
until she sank completely exhausted on 
her bearer’s head. At Indian Creek, a 
lad of twelve mounted a stump, and ex- 
horted until he grew weak, whereupon 
two men upheld him, and he continued 
until speech was impossible. A score 
of sinners fell prostrate before him. 

At no time was the ‘ falling exercise” 
so prevalent as at night. Nothing was 
then wanting that could strike terror in- 
to minds weak, timid, and harassed. 
The red glare of the camp fires, reflected 
from hundreds of tents and wagons ; the 
dense blackness of the surrounding for- 
est, made still more terrible by the groans 
and screams of the ‘ spiritually wound- 
ed” who had fled to it for comfort; the 
entreaty of the preachers; the sobs and 
shrieks of the downeast, still walked 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death; the shouts and songs from the 
happy ones who had crossed the delect- 
able mountains, had gone on through 
the fogs of the enchanted ground, and 
entered the land of Buelah, were too 
much for those over whose minds and 
bodies lively imaginations held sway. 











280 THE MANIFESTO. 





The’ heart swelled, the nerves gave 
way, the hands and feet grew cold, and 
motionless and speechless they fell head- 
longtothe ground. Ina moment crowds 
gathered about them to pray and shout. 
Some lay still as death. Some passed 
through frightful twitchings of face and 
limbs. At Cabin Creek so many fell 
that, lest the multitude should tread on 
them, they were carried to the meeting 
house, and laid in rows on the floor. 
At Cane Ridge the number was three 


thousand. 
The recollections of that famous meet- 


ing are still preserved in Kentucky, 
where not many years since, old men 
could be found whose mothers had car- 
ried them to the camp ground when in- 
fants, and had leit them at the roots of 
trees and behind logs, while the preach- 
ing and exhorting continued. Cane 
Ridge meeting house stood ona well 
shaded, well watered spot, seven miles 
from the townof Paris. There a great 
space had been cleared, a _preacher’s 
stand put up, and a huge tent stretched 
to shelter the crowd from the sun and 
rain. But it did not cover the twenti- 
eth part of the people who came. Eyv- 
ery road that led to the ground is de- 
scribed to have presented for several days 
an almost unbroken live of wagons, 
horses and men. One who saw the 
meeting when it had just begun, wrote 
home to Philadelphia that the wagons 
covered an area as large as that between 
Market street, and Chestnut, Second, 
and Third. 

Another, who counted them, declared 
that they numbered 1145. Seven hun- 
dred and fifty lead tokens, stamped with 
the letters A or B, were given by the 
Baptists to the communicants, and there 
were still upwards of four hundred who 





received none. Old soldiers who were 
present, and claimed to know something 
of the art of estimating the number of 
the great masses of men, put down those 
encamped at the Cane Ridge meeting. 
at twenty thousand souls. 

The excitement surpassed anything 
before known. Men who came to scoff 
remained to preach. All day and all 
night the crowd swarmed to and from 
preacher to preacher, singing, shouting, 
laughing, now rushing off to listen to 
some new exhorter who had climbed 
upon a stump, now gathering around 
some unfortunate who, in their peculiar 
language, was ‘* spiritually slain.” Soon 
men and women fell in such numbers 
that it became impossible for the multi- 
tude to move about without trampling 
them, and they were hurried to the 
meeting house. At no time was the 
floor less than half covered. Some lay 
quiet, unable to move or speak. Some 
of them talked, but could not move. 
Some beat the floor with their heels. 
Some shrieking in agony, bounded about, 
it is said, like a live fish out of water. 
Others rushed wildly over the stumps 
aud benches, and then plunged, shouting 
** Lost! lost!” into the forest.—The 
Catholic. 


+ _ 
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PRAYER. 


HANNAH E. WILSON. 


Wuart devout mind does not love to 
commune with its God? How sweet at 
twilight to steal softly away from all 
busy haunts and there with humbleness 
of heart, and contrition of soul, lay our 
needs before God, feeling that blessed 
assurance that his ear is ever open to 
hear, bless and refresh the needy thirsty 
soul. O how sweet to come to him as a 
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tender Father; for, ‘‘ Like as a father 
pitieth his children so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear Him.” Sweet consolation 
for children of earth to feel the com- 
passionate love of a tender Shepherd 
who carries the lambs in his bosom, as 
it were, and gently leads the flock to 
verdant pastures and living streams. 

O that I may so carefully walk, keep- 
ing so closely within his fold, asto hear 
his gentle voice directing my feet. 
Though storm-clouds may threaten they 
cannot destroy while under his Almighty 
protection. 

Canterbury, N. I. 


RIGHTFUL HEIRS. 


ELIZABETH STIRLING. 





WuiLe reading in the Manifesto, 
some historical sketches, I was led to 
compure the noble spirit of consecra- 
tion which actuated the founders of these 
societies, with that which is manifested 
by the present inmates. They, as 
pioneers endured persecution for their 
faith’s sake ; yet were happy in the con- 
sciousness of serving God. With what 
steady, unwavering zeal did they pur- 
sue! \their course of self-abnegation and 
devotion to a cause dearer, to them, than 
life. Are we true sons and daughters 
of such a parentage? Can we claim an 
heirship with the truly consecrated. 

Some in our ranks are giving daily 
evidence of self-sacrifice by their will- 
ingness to spend and be spent for the in- 
terests of Zion, and the salvation of 
souls ; but is not that number compara- 
tively few ? 

If we believe that we have found the 
pearl of great price; the revelation of 
the gospel of Christ through Mother 
Ann, why should not every one, even 





those of the least experience, be anxious 
and earnest to help sustain the cause? 

Is it to our credit that the religious 
element wanes among us? We know 
that such is the case in the world at 
large, and that such conditions are li- 
able to effect us to a greater or less ex- 
tent, yet with greater religious fervor 
we may be able to combat and conquer 
the spirit of the world. We can have 
but little confidence in the spirit which 
says, ‘‘It is God’s work, and in his 
own time and way He will sustain it. 

We believe that God’s work is a soul- 
saving work and whether we devote 
ourselves or whether we forbear, He 
will assuredly raise up agencies through 
whom to accomplish the same, leaving 
us in a condition similar to that of the 
Jews who, after waiting so many years 
for the coming of the Messiah neither 
knew nor accepted him when he ap- 
peared, and as a consequence, are still 
waiting his advent to return them to 
their ‘* place and nation. ” 

Our fathers set us an 
activity in the work of God, they estab- 
lished homes, and went from place to 
place preaching the testimony of self- 
denial and the cross. They braved all 
opposition with au ardor and zeal which 
proved their sincerity and devotion. 

We have the benefit of their conse- 
erated interest in the things spiritual 
and temporal, and unless our consecra- 
tions are equal, according to the day in 
which we live, can we reasonably ex- 
pect to be counted as rightful heirs? 

Canterbury, N. H. 


&- 
> 


We should live in the present; commune 
with the past for present improvement, and 
consult the future with confidence and hope. 
God is mindful of our necessities, and rec- 
ognizes our humble active trust—M. £. J/. 


example of 
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Tue Women’s Temperance Christian Un- 
ion of Boston has been instrumental in pro- 
curing laws in fourteen States for compulsory 
education in the effects of liquor on drinkers. 
The society now seems to feel the responsi- 
bility of indicating what the lesson ought to 
be. It has been decided that, in Massachu- 
setts at least, children shall be instructed that 
alcohol is never desirable as an article of 
food, that any considerable indulgence in it 
is sure to be correspondingly injurious to the 
body, and that mental and moral ruin is bound 
to result from excess.—Church Union. 





Tue question of church government is, 
more than any other one question, that which 
divides, and will covtinue to divide the 
Christian world, until they all agree upon 
what was, the regimen of the early church. 
Any diocesan Episcopalian who desires to 
study into the early regimen will learn from 
the second and ninth book of Bingham’s 
** Antiquities,” that episcopacy, in the pres- 
ent form existing, is very, very far removed 
from the early regimen. Departure from it 
is one, at least, of the chief causes of the 
present divisions. And so a return to it may 
hasten the day when all may be one, for 
which many hearts devoutly pray. R. R. 
Goupy.—Church Union. 





NOTES. 


Wiru this number of the Manifesto, 
we reach the last month of the year. 








One by one the days and weeks and 
months have gradually passed away 
from us in the completion of another of 
those wonder working cycles. Prayers 
have been made, hymns have been sung 
and God’s word spoken, to the end that 
righteousness may be impressed upon the 
mind, and that our lives may be more 
fully in accord with the life of our Sav- 
ior, Jesus Christ. 

Testimonies of living witnesses have 
been carried into the world, and right- 
eousness has found many interested ad- 
vocates that have an established belief 
in the efficacy of practicing that which 
they preach. They have learned that 
the beauty of holiness, and spiritual 
loveliness are best attained by the com- 
bination of a living faith and of good 
Christian works, aud that through these 
the love of God is made manifest by 
faithfulness to duty and an honest life be- 
fore all men. 

The world is filled with lessons of 
wisdom from which we may reap abun- 
dant satisfaction. In these, if we lose 
sight of ourselves, through prayer and a 
faithful continuance in well doing, we 
may be able to accomplish the work that 
is now placed before us. Every Chris- 
tian worker travels through the experi- 
ence of indifference, neglect and some- 
times total want of appreciation. 

If this, however, was the whole of 
life, in a good cause, the majority of 
workers would faint by the way or be- 
come disheartened and return to their 
former estate. But happily for the world 
this is not the case. The light which 
came into the world and which lighteth 
every man, grows brighter aud brighter 
and the harvesting of good fruits for 
God is mcre extensive than at any former 
age. Nothing could be more to the 
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point than the lesson of wisdom in the 
parable of the sower in Matt. xiii. 

Some seeds fell by the way-side and 
the fowls devoured them. Some fell on 
stony places and they were scorched by 
the heat of the sun, while some fell 
among thethorns, and the thorns choked 
them. Had the parable ended at this 
discouraging point, the workers in right- 
eousness might with propriety have 
given up all hope, but there were ‘ great 
and exceeding precious promises” to be 
looked for. ‘*‘ Whatsoever a man sow- 
eth, that also shall he reap.” God's 
word had been sown in the world, and 
neither the labor nor the seed could all 
be lost. Some of the seed had fallen 
on good ground and had yielded a har- 
vest of thirty or sixty or ahundred fold. 
There were some who could hear and 
understand the word, and were also able 
to treasure it in an honest heart, and 
this was the blessing that followed the 
earnest labors of the servants of God. 

Our mission to be effectual must be 
in harmony with the life of the Divine 
Teacher, and the ruling element that 
seemed to direct his words and deeds, 
was a love to do the will of his Ileaven- 
ly Hather. It was, indeed, a beautiful 
attainment, and an element that accomp- 
lished so much for good in the minds of 
men. This same precious gift is needed, 
equally, as much at the present time for 
the protection and salvation of those 
who may choose to walk in newness of 
life. 

What has been gained during the 


passing year and held sacred, may go 
far toward the suppressing of evil, aud 
in the encouragement of a life for God. 
Certainly no effort in the cause of right- 
eousness can ever fade away and no 
deed that is stamped with mercy and 
peace can ever be lost. 





To-day we recount the blessirgs of 
a past age, and share with those who 
walked with God, the joy and satisfac- 
tion of a well ordered life. Whether in 
Eden or on the mount of Sinai, the 
same spirit is productive of the same 
good results. Prophets, lawgivers and 
Apostles, in their zeal for the restora- 
tion of Zion, have all advocated a strict 
self-denial, and a consecration of life 
that were eminently calculated to har- 
vest them from the spirit of the world 
and make them the sons and daughters 
of God. 

The fact which Jesus so pleasantly 
bronght forward to prove to his disci- 
ples that like begets like, reaches back 
into the whole history of man. ‘* Do 
men gather grapes of thorns or figs of 
thistles?” or by a better illustration, 
‘* A good mau out of the good treasures 
of the heart bringeth forth good things.” 

It is through the increase of this work 
among men that we may yet be the 
witnesses of the millennial age, ‘‘when 
men shall not hurt nor destroy in all God’s 
holy mountain, for the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea. ” 








Sanitary. 





THE SICK-ROOM. 

How to manage a sick-room so that it shall 
be as wholesome, as comfortable and as 
cheerful as the possibility of the case admits, 
is a study which will probably never receive 
the attention it merits until the ‘‘ art of nurs- 
ing” shall be fully recognized as forming a 
legitimate and important branch of the art of 
healing. 

No error of management in a sick-room is 
so common as a neglect of proper tempera- 
ture and ventilation; yet upon these very 
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subjects physiologists have written more pag- 
es, and physicians spent more breath, than 
upon all kindred topics put together. Of 
eourse no inflexible rule can be formulated 
upon these points. An open window may be 
salvation to a man in the burning stage of a 
fever; at the same time it is fatal to one in 
the sweating stage. With all due regard for 
the thermometer, good sense and enlightened 
and careful observation should regulate these 
essential conditions. 

Every one admits the necessity of keeping 
the air of a sick-room as pure as possible, 
yet how seldom, except in cases of contagion, 
do we see disinfectants about a sick-bed. 
Chloride of lime and carbolic acid are cheap 
and effective and something of the kind 
should always be used wherever fresh air 
eannot be freely admitted. 

There should always be a towel-rack in the 
room, or jast outside, where moistened 
eloths can be quickly dried. Cloths wet in 
pure water even give out an unpleasant odor 
if left lying in a heap to mold or dry as_ they 
best can. Keep one stand or table for food or 
drinks and another for medicines. A clean 
newspaper often renewed makes a better 
eovering for such tables than a cloth. Have 
a basin of water always at hand, that when- 
ever a spoon or wineglass is used, it can be 
rinsed immediately and ready for use. Guard 
against irritating noise, creaking doors, chairs 
er shoes, also against too much light and 
eross lights. Holes in window-shades and 
gaps in shutters are often first-class nuisan- 
ees. Many an invalid is tortured by a single 
point of piercing light, which seems, like a 
faithful eye, to pursue him everywhere, and 
to which in spite of himself he is ever return- 
ing. 

A little daily change in the arrangement of 
furniture, a little planning for such pleasant 
surprises as an invalid can bear, in the way 
of food, company and amusement, will often 
be more effectual in hastening the convales- 
cence of a patient than all the tonics that have 
been used in the building up of infirm hu- 
manity since the days of Esculapius. 

A soft tread, a mild, persuasive word, a 
magnetic hand, a tact—or shall we say a 
genius?—for detecting the interior aspects 


nursing. Clatter of firearms, rattle of dish- 
es and newspapers, loud talking and whis- 
pering, are about equally abominable. 

Growing plants are usual]y interdicted in a 
sick room, but cut flowers are great bright- 
eners of its somberness.—Tribune and 
Farmer. 








HE WANTED TO “TAPER OFF.” 


A CLERGYMAN called upon a well 
known physician one day and said: 
** Doctor, I wish to consult you about 
my health; I am afflicted with very un- 
comfortable symptoms ; my hands trem- 
ble and shake, my eyelids twitch and 
quiver, and my lips are without sensation, 
as if they were numb, Isn’t it a serious 
matter? Am I not in danger of paraly- 
sis?” 

*¢ Tt is, indeed, a serious matter,” re- 
plied the physician, who knew his pa- 
tient, ‘* but you can be cured entirely if 
you will follow my advice; but I. am 
afraid you will not be willing to take my 
prescription. ” 

**T ceitainly will, doctor; try me; 
what is it?” 

‘It is simply to give up the use of 
tobacco entirely and forever. That is 
the whole cause of your trouble.” 

‘* Aren’t you rather hard on me, doc- 
tor? I own up, I both chew and smoke 
when I am digging out a sermon, and I 
need to. I couldn’t write well without 
it. If I should give it up my people 
would see the difference at once.” 

‘* Excuse me, but do you really mean 
to say that you, a minister called of God 
to preach the way of salvation to lost 
sinners, must depend upon a filthy weed 
for your inspiration? What kind of a 
call is that ?” 

‘+I will give up tobacco if I must, 





of disease, are invaluable adjuncts of good 





doctor, but you will allow me to taper 
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off gradually, won’t you? I am afraid 
it will injure my health to give it up all 
at once. ” 

** * Taper off!’ it would soon be ta- 
pering on again. I never knew of a 
man who turned from a wrong way to a 
right way too quickly. My dear sir, if 
I were a repentant horse thief and had 
come te you for spiritual help, would 
you tell me I might ‘taper off’ and stop 
stealing horses and only steal pigs and 
chickens and smailer things, un‘il finally 
I should reform altogether? No, you 
would not preach any such nonsense. 
You would tell me to leave off stealing 
entirely, once for all.” 

‘* Tf, after I had given it up fur a week 
or two, a terrible hankering and crav- 
ing should come over me, what could I 
do?” 

**Go down on your knees and pray 
for divine help until you get it.” 

‘Well, doctor, I think I must stop 
using tobacco, but I will wait until I go 
to the Adirondacks in the summer. I 
can attend to it better then than now. ” 

** Like Felix, you would put off this 
important matter ’till a more convenient 
season. I warn you, sir, that you cau- 
not tyjfle with your health in this way 
without serious consequences. It must 
be attended to immediately or I cannot 
answer for the result.” 

The patient fina!ly concluded to fullow 
the physician’s counsel fully, and the 
gain iu health xnd vitality proved the 
wisdom of the course.—Mary Winches- 
ter, in the Christian Home. 


FORGIVENESS. 


FRANK BUTLER. 





Forciveness of sin is the great bless- 
ing of the gospel. To forgive sin is the 





exclusive prerogative of Jehovah, of 
whose law sin is the transgression, and 
the gospel makes known, not only that 
there is forgiveness with God, but also 
how he cau forgive sin, and still main- 
tain unsullied. the infinite purity and 
holiness, and perfection of his nature, 
government, and law, and even clothe 
them all with new glory. That all 
and that none can 
be justified, accepted, and saved with- 


mankind have sinned 


out forgiveness, none who believe the 
Scriptures of truth, will pretend to deny ; 
and it is a truth equally undeniable, that 
without confession of sin, there can be 
no forgiveness. 

We read in the Scriptures, ‘* He that 
covereth his sins shall not prosper, but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have merey.” Prov. xxviii., 13. 

Let not the sinner say, he hath not 
It is with the mouth that con- 
fession is made unto salvation, and con- 
fessing our sins to God, by Christ the 
mediator, in his saints, is the only door 
of hope for salvation. 


sinned. 


We read also *‘that they of Jerusalem 
aud all Judea and the region round 
about Jordan, were baptized of John 
iu the river Jordan confessing their 
sins,” which was the beginning of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. The couscious- 
ness of guilt is universal, hence, in all 
parts of the world among Christian and 
Pagan, savage and civilized, are found 
institutions or customs which have a 
direct reference, more or less clearly de- 
fined, to expiation and forgiveness, but 
the Christian scheme alone makes known 
a way of mercy, through Christ and of- 
fers forgiveness full, free, and everlast- 
ing, to all who will believe and obey the 
gospel. 

The duty also of mutual forgiveness, 
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is urged upon man with the most solemn 
sanctions. This lesson is profitable and 
to the point, ** Lord, how oft shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? Till seven times?” Jesus saith 
unto him, ‘*I say not unto thee until 
seven times; but, until seventy times 
seven.” 

Therefore in view of this great sal- 
vation, let us forgive our erring brother 
or sister, as we hope to be forgiven of 
God. Let us labor continually to keep 
the unity of the spirit, in the bond of 
peace, which signifies a union of judg- 
ment, affection, and feeling, among those 
who constitute the one body of Christ. 
Tt is the gift of God, and in the primi- 
tive church, was remarkably enjoyed, 
and to-day is to be desired and sought 
after as among the chief of Christian 


graces. 
Alfred, Me. 


~ 
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KIND WORDS. 





Hancock, Mass. Oct, 1885. 
Dear EpitTor ;—I never read the Manifes- 
to without rendering grateful thanks to all 
who are taking an active interest in sustain- 
ing our good and precious messenger of glad 
tidings. We know that many dear souls 
with faithful labors and untiring zeal are con- 
secrating their livesto God. This is manifest- 
ed by the spirit of God and by the testimo- 
nies of truth that come to us from month to 
month on the pages of our beautiful little Ol- 
ive Branch. May God and all holy Angels 
bless those who have the immediate charge 
ef the evangelizing work. Your Gospel Sis- 

ter. H. R. Agnew. 


42> 


WHERE SHALL WE WORK! 





Are there new fields for us to take, 
Or in our own is fallow ground 
The Master would we cultivate 
Until the seven fold abound? 








No blessing in our slight at home 

For other fields or calls afar ; 

Here labor given must be done 

Ere we the faithful servants are.—M. W. 





A RELIGION CALLED FOR. 


a> 
> 


Wuart is wanted now is a great amount of 
religion—that which is deep andtrue and abid- 
ing. Something is called for, and loudly, too, 
that will of itself and in secret, compel a man 
to give honest weight and measure; to deal 
by a customer as he would by himself; to 
leave off lying and stealing for a better reason 
than the fear of being found out; a religion 
that banishes small measures from the count- 
ers, pebbles from the cotton bags, sand from 
the sugar, chicory from the coffee, alum from 
the bread, and water from the milk-cans. 
This is something that everybody understands 
It is not itself religion, but it is the unmistak- 
able fruits of it. The man who has genuine 
religion will practice none of these things. 
The religion, which is to save the world, will 
not put all the big strawberries at the top 
and the little ones at the bottom. It will not 
make one half a pair of shoes of good leather 
and the rest of shoddy, so that the first shall re- 
dound to the maker’s credit and the second to 
his cash. It does not put bricks at five dollars 
a thousand into a chimney it contracts to build 
with seven dollar material, nor smuggle white 
pine into floors that have paid for hard pine, 
nor leave yawning cracks in closets where 
boards ought to join. And so on to the end 
of thechapter. The first thing ‘to do is to stir 
up human souls to their depths with funda- 
mental principl:s, and reach down to the mo- 
tives and springs of action, that things may 
begin at the beginning. There is dire neces- 
sity of a radical change like this. Affairs are 
running wrong now, and there must bea turn- 
ing back to first principles, which are always 
those of truth. ‘‘ Whatsoever a men soweth, 
that also shall he reap.” ‘‘ Behold, I come 
quickly, and my rewardis with me, togive 
unto every man according as his work shall 
be. "—Pacific Christian Adrocate. 
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Lirrte said is soon amended. 
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MY MISSION. 
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to me, As the days come and go, and the swift mo - ments flee. 
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Books and Papers. 





Heratp or Heauta. November, Contents: 
Ifow to strengthen the Memory; Nervous Exhaus- 
tion; Pneumonia and Ozone; Inherited Tendency 
to Consumption ; Studies in Hygiene for Women; 
ete., ete. M. 1. Holbrook,M.D. 13 & 15 Laight 
St.N. Y. $1 a year. 

Hau1’s JouRNAL oF HEALTH. October, Contents : 
Fruits in Summer; Abominations in the Yard; The 
Best time for administering Medicines; Ampomor- 
phia as an Emetic; The Rapidity of the Circulation 
ef the Blood; Restoration toLife; The Danger of 
Contagion in Throat Diseases, etc., etc. Office 75 
Barclay St. NN. Y. $1 per year. 

Tut PHReNoLogicaL Journat & SCIENCE OF 
HeattH. November, Contents: Rev. Stephen 
Tyng, D. D; Contrast of Heads and Faces; Prince 
Frederic Charles of Germany; Immortal Obliga- 
tions; Cornell University and President Charles 
Adams; Our Colored Brethren; A Home Picture; 
George Eliot’s Private Life; Notes from a teacher's 
Diary; Localization of the Functions of the Brain; 
The Influence of Inebriety; A Strait Diagnosis; 
Bronchitis; Notes in Science; Poetry, Wisdom, 
Mirth, ete., etc. Fowler and Wells Co., 753 Broad- 
way, N. Y. $layear. 

Tue October number of the Dorcas is up to its 
usual standard of excellence. It contains a choice 
assortment of designs and patterns, in knitting and 
crochet; several new stitches and revivals of old 
ones, in addition to an admirable‘article on Original 
Fancy Work, by Ella Hepworth Dixon, of London. 

There is a novel design for the new craze, viz. : 
Go'd Painting on Crash, and many timely hints on 
house and home decoration. 

Dorcas is growing in popularity, deservedly, and 
no well ordered and well-regulated home will be 
without it. 

Its subscription is only $1.00 per year, or ten 
cents for a single copy. Send at once and receive 
the premium of “ Dorcas Leaves,” which is offered 
to all new subscribers who send in their names be- 
fore December first. Address, DORCAS, 

872 Broadway, New York. 

WE have just received “The WesteERN Wor_LD 
Guiwe Book or UsEFUL INFORMATION.” It is one 
of those indispensable hand-books that every one 
wants on the table where he reads or writes. With 
its thousands of ready references, covering almost 
every department of interest in this world, we ob- 
tain at 1 glance what might be sought for in vain 
without the book. 

In it are found colored maps of all the States and 
Territories, also a brief history of each one, which 
is well worth the price of the book. The area, pop- 
ulation, products, government, etc., etc., of the 
several states is neatly represented by colored 
diagrams. It is surprising what a fund of informa- 


tion has been brought into a small compass and at 
so trifling an expense to the fortunate owner of this 
valuable little book. Price 50 cts. 





CARE OF THE SICK. 

A Sick-room should always be one o¢ 
peace and quietness, things used in the sick- 
room should be kept neat and clean also 
physicians should try to make it as pleasant 
for the patient as possible treating them 
with the utmost kindness and giving them all 
the attention possible to make them happy. 
Patients should not be worried and visitors 
should not come to see patients very often 
as they are liable to become exhausted. 

Nellie. 


& 
> 





No one who has not suffered deeply has ev- 
er loved deeply, prayed deeply, enjoyed 
deeply. The plow which cuts sharpest fur- 
rows in our hearts alone enables them to 
bear their richest harvest.—Selected 








Deaths. 





Horace Haskins, May, 30, at the Center 
Family, Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. Age 72 yrs. 
and 7 mo. 

He united with Believers when a youth and 
has ever been a firm supporter of their faith 
and principles. Also a noble exemplar of 
true Christian kindness, and consecrated la- 
bor for the benefit of his brethren and sis- 
ters. : E. A. S. 


Davin Parkuurst, Oct. 26, at Union Vil- 
lage, Ohio. Age 84 yrs. and7 mo. 


Crark Haypen, Oct. 25, at Mt. Lebanon, 
N.Y. Age 70 yrs. 8 mo. and 5 days. 

In the prime of life he consecrated his 
strength time and talents, with all his earthly 
possessions to the United Society of Believ- 
ers, and remained an earnest and faithful sup- 
porter of the Christian faith to the end of 
his days. A.S. 


Exper Henry Purpy, Nov. 7 at, Hancock 
Mass. Age 57 yrs. 11 mo. and 21 days. 

Farwell brother Henry, we shall feel thy 
loss and miss thee in many places where 
thou hast born burdens, and toiled in the 
vineyard for the good of others. I. R. L. 

















